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Re: Department of Public Welfare Regulation No. 14475

Dear Mr. Cohn:

Recently, I have heard form various individuals and organizations regarding
the above-referenced regulation, which was received in final form by the
Independent Regulatory and Review Commission(IRRC) on Thursday,
November 4,2004. Any possible help that you can render in regard to the
matter outlined in this correspondence is, hereby, respectfully requested.

Under cover of this letter, please find copies of the communication that I
have received to date relative to this issue. As you will determine, there is
great apprehension about what these regulations could mean not only for the
welfare of those who are residents of personal care homes but also for the
providers of those services As I understand the process, no vote on whether to
approve or disapprove the final regulation will take place until next year;
however, I am also forwarding the concerns to the Independent Regulatory
Review Commission (IRRC) for their consideration and an advising those who
have contact me of the procedure for submitting further written detailed
comments directly to the IRRC.

Thank you In advance for your time and attention to this matter.

With kindest regards,

JBS:st:clh
isCCi Robert E. Nyce, Executive Director, IRRC

J.BARRY STOUT
State Senator
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From: ^Gjtto,l|^erinen<voltko^i«wood^ate.con^

DM: 11/17V04«$1AM ^0u*lDtC2o Ah I0- 19
Subject; Persona* C j ^ Home Regulations

DearSenatorStoul. f ' ^ RE V ILW cortriibsioN rt '
I work in a retirement community in Cranberry Twp., PA but am a

î sWent in your district (361* pry Run Road, Monongahela, PA 15063). .

I am writing you this note to express my concern about the pending
Personal C a n Home regulation (PCH Statute Act 185). These pending
regulations are likely to haye far ̂ aching effects which have not been
thoroughly explored or understood, I am particulady concerned that
these regulations may cause gSod and well-meaning providers to go out of
business because of costly new mandated requirements.

As a professional worthing wim older people every day, I am as
concerned as you are that evenrsenior receive care and service that is
appropriate and needed. I am v^ry concerned; however that these
proposed regulations are "heavy handed" and would not achieve these
ends. 4'*

Yours truly,
KatherineVojtko
Vice President
Sherwood Oaks Retirement Co;5?miinlty
100 Norman Drive
Cranberry Ttop., PA 16066 '
(724)77M544tei
(724) 776-8463 fax
vojtko@sheiwood-oaks.cqm
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PANPHA liSS^JIS? 20fl«iOEC23 AM 10*- 2 0

IM-ltflM ''^SiEWCOMHisWoW^'
The Honorable J. Barty Stout
PA Senate '
Senate PO Box 203046
Main Capitol Building
Harrisbur&JPA 17120

Dear Senator Stout:

PANPHA, arias$ociarJOT of Pa in ty^
to 14400 residents. We have completed a review of Regulation #14-475 delivered to the independent Regulatory Review
Coinintesion (RRQ in 3 N ^ November 4 was the fina] day of the Department's
two (2) year window to publish the regulation as final

Virtually all providers of personal cart agree that the current Ch* 2620 regulations for personal cart homes (PCHTs) are no
longer adequate to ensure the hedth and safety of the residents for which we care due to changtttn how services are
delivered. PANPHA has been intimately involved in the discussions with the Department around a Ch. 2600 regulations
package since their inception, and ips conaistentry taken the stance that (hare ift room for significant enhancement of the
existing regulation*. As a result, there are numerous provisions of (hi* regulation that PANPHA supported in pioposed and
continues to support in the "ftnaT stage.

Unf ortujuteJy, th<^ are m*ny o ^ Some of
them $0 defy the xealitiee within wfckh KTH operator* ctatf their homas, Aejr may in fact Juxms the health and safety of
residents radier than Improve i t TI»e inccxruwtwcie^ and a was where a d d l h ^
that tihciecjmcmlybe one possible explanation^
^ u r window simply didn't have the time to catch thorn UL In pautkuki, there arc several new provt^m for t lwco^
of needs assesinwmte and medical evaluations prior to admisitoi to a PCH lor whkh (here are different timefrAjnes for
completion in separate section* of the package.

Virtually all legolationwliichprcwKl^ Whik the regulated community
often bears much of Ihis coat, thert fs also a co*t to government that must be factored in as welL The General Assembly
recognized this when dbaft&« the KjDguktoiy Review Act under Section &2 (b) (1), which requires the IRRC to assess the
fiscal impact of the regulation on the. regulated community and government when determining whether the regulations axe
indeed **» the fniblk mterotr. In OMji iiwtmc*, the co«t estimate provided by me Department for Regtilation #14475 fail to
account for several aignificant Additional c o m Including new i«fateeon«itt ibr annual staff training and physica] phnt
xevisio^whlch wiDbeiruOTredif t h l s r e g u b t ^ Due to the I^artowU's incomplete assessment of
the costs associated wtth Ibis regulation, we do not believe the IRRC is able to accurately assess Che fiscal impact on
government and the regulated community to detenni^

We understand the many challenge* that you face as the 2003-2004 legislative session winds to a dose. There is much
important work on your legislative cjakttdar, and Itttfe time to address additional issues such as this one. However, if this
regulation were to be approved ^rUhout addition*) corrections and a full understanding of the true cost of ib
i m p l m e n t a t i a a w e a m t o y w i t r i ^
serviced in Pann«ytviwua. We wouM Weloiine the opgKKtuiuty
revisions necessary to make this regulation work for residents and providers.

j: Sincerely;

Roiwild L B»xth
President* CEO

717.763.S724 * Fax, 717763.1657 • ww*paop!it*r?• E-flwdb wMfpanpittCT^


